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sparkling wines Spumante, particularly 
the brut by either champenoise or 
charmat, has been the fastest growing 
sector of the Italian wine market, though 
the boom is showing signs of leveling off 
The Oltrepò has also shown promise with 
Riesling and the scores of bold reds from 
Barbera and Bonarda grapes, as well as 
with the still experimental Chardonnay 
and Cabernet Buyers looking for class 
wines at reasonable prices should have a 
field day combing these pretty hills
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g*6wn in flatlands at the southern end of 
Lake Garda Among a score of reliable 
producers, Visconti is the leader with an 
impressively upbeat style.

In the Valtellina, Italy's largest source 
of Nebbiolo, investments from neighbor­
ing Switzerland have set the wheels of

Italy's state of the art technology 
has greatly improved that country's 

wines. But for the most part the 
serenity of sloping and terraced 

Italian vineyards remains untouched. 
Same as it ever was
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change in motion Winemakers are seek­
ing brighter tone and better balance in 
the sometimes severe Grumello, Inferno, 
Sassella and Valgella A small winery 
achieving enviable quality is La Castellina 
(Fondazione Fojanini).

In Brescia, the firm of Premiovim, 
owned by the Ruffino branch of the Folo- 
nari family, has become a model negoti­
ant-style operation, buying choice wines 
from various regions and issuing them 
under its own labels


