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ADVOCATE
An independent consumer’s bimonthly guide to Fine Wine

RATING SYSTEM
The WINE ADVOCATE s rating system employs a 50-100 point quality scale. It is my belief that the various twenty (20) 
poh* rating systems do not provide enough flexibility end often result in compressed and inflated wine ratings. The WINE 
ADVOCATE tehee e herd, very critical look at wine, since it would prefer to underestimate the wine's quality than to

| 26-100 | An extraordinary wine of profound and complex character displaying all the attributes expected
01 • classic wine of its variety. Wines of this caliber are worth a special effort to find and purchase.

[ 90-95 An outstanding wine of great complexity and character.

1 j A 8°°d to very good wine displaying considerable finesse and character with no noticeable flaws.

I TP*?9 | An avsrags wine with little distinction except thru it is a soundly made everyday table w»ne.

I *>•** I A M o w  « « m g ,  win, containing nolicaattla Haws.

| Bafam H 8~| A win# lo ba avoided.

IN THIS ISSUE
Champagne Domestic Chardonnay

Other Sparkling Wines Australian Reds
Odds and Ends

IN THE NEXT ISSUE
bt the February, 1986 issue, Italian wines, both red and white, wdt be featured at will new release reporta lor American 
and European wines.

CREDITS AND SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
Th* WINE ADVOCATE, 1002 HHUMtoVtMi. PttUon, Matyland 21120.1, IM M M  only by malt «ubsctipltoo .1 Uw (Mt ol ,20.00 lot • dotMSUC odd y m i  sublet iplnn and
sss.ss to* • KxetflO. an mall subscription. The I wo year subscription rates are $50.00 (Domesitci and S7S 00 (Foretonl AS reatieats ter ------ --- u  - __a

a>'°* *°* ** f • 9AO aS111. The WtWC ADVOCATE 4. m .Si
Mice copying without written permission la prohibited by lew. The news media, wine distributors end letesere mey tree any of ttus materiel provided the WINK 

vlUflrflntMd. w'



wvHRAMSBERQ 1982 "BLANC DE BLANCS" (919.001 70
SHCRAMSSERQ 1982 "CUVÉE DE PINOT" (911.001 ft
SCHRAMSBERQ 1979 RESERVE _____  (930.001 7«
■ma winery nas a great reputation, but I nave newer been a great ton of its sparkling wines Yes thev are made fai the lir a  
one should, I suppose, be a little chauvinistic, but these three current releases are hardly average In quality for spark kna wine whether 

¡ 2 2  r ^ " r L SP7 '  r w w e a e n - * .  Tha 1M2 Btane 4 .  Bianca 5 2
^7®  bas 00 mid(i,a range of flavor and a sharp finish. A  second bottle proved identical. The 1982 rosé the 

Îno» has a charming color but little else. There is no flavor, although what Is present le dean and crisp with absolutely 
no follow through. You want a sparkling rosé wine from California? Concannons new sparkling white zinfandel tor S8 0 0  ha« tw k» 

a!P? * i U s ,,y ' lh® 1878 t o e r v a ,  priced ••modestly" i t  0 3 O . O L t a ? £ X ^ ^
A» W .0 W .0 0  it might compete with what elee I .  on the m ^ket im iht. ^uaiiHy

SHADOW CREEK ---------------------- 1912 ♦ BLANC DE NOW »________________ SONOMA « 12.991 99
SHADOW CREEK 1991 "B L A N C  P E  BLANCS** SONOMA (913.991
SHADOW CREEK CUVÉE f i  B R U T" SONOMA - » " - • t i  •»
Shadow Creek's sparkling wines continue to be made at Chateau St. Jean's facility. Thev should consider aivina Si Jean anm* ariwt** 

“ « * " « “ <*S< J « " 1» « * ™ » .  The 1982B lanc4eN olrhas..«prising iS n ’ o S S S r  « 2
n i ® ndilartness- 9 otters some body and subtle plnot nolr flavors In a medium bodied format. The 1991 Mane da 
if lance is quite light, clean with tresh, tart, crisp flavors, light body and zesty finish The darker colored medium atraw am i

•n“ ,um 1bod**1̂ 1 1 “ • XSSLm
Italy

lo c J S S t r : * : , * - ”  consisting totally of Asti Sputnanta. A  lastly. » I n . ,  ranging from mildly w m  
to ctoyingty sweet, Asti Spumanie is a big seller In America as much of this country’s population’s onlv experience with wine la Unwind
¡m d F o n ta n a ^ ra i^ r^ ^ n H «^  ,a^ ru8C0aJjA°sl ««rlous wine buffs probably recoil at the thought of drinking astl, but both Cinzano 

**•*> n.deecl Pro<luca A0041 A®11 Spumantes. Both are delicate, not overly sweet and heavy, but lively crisp and 
H3 7U! T  I,a y d°?* httve a 9rowing band ot Producers making dry “ metodo champenoto” wines that can be niriif  

S ? ' , wen,! ‘hr° ^  2% i ,al,an Brut sparkling wines and one producer’s wines were vastly superior to any othera 
S .  w S ! i L 8‘ pr0duBir toCaDa*Bo#co* t o t e d  *" Franciacorta. The wines W e k n p o r l^ ^ V to S S i

C A  DSL B O SCO 1984 FRAN CIACO R TA BIANCO JS*âËL •4
C A  DSL BOSCO B R UT SPUM ANTE N ON-VINTAGE

Both of these are very good, dry, interesting sparkling wines. The 1984 Blanco Is close In ouaiitv to the Brut Snum«nt« we 
faLnrwVint** ,̂h!  13 f[8Kh'CflSp’ w,,h a ,oa3,ad wheal bouquet, clean, medium Intensity flavors and character. The Brut Spumanie

B M h a m '” ** d," naMc win*' Bo,h 01 lh#M *»  »P«Wlng wines are the best ol Uteir type I have M adtam

Australia
Surprise —  sparkling wines from the land down under are indeed worthy of consumer interest I tasted an assortment of Australian 

. p ^ .  b .m  w ^  such as Tof lane, Orlando, and T h e n » .  Hardy, but the has, I .„ ta d  £ t t Z 2 % S * i i 3 S S E  
The guaMy of their sparkflng wtnea waa Quite good, and the nfironu»rYrammrt«mMo t h t  tT|rTrTttf ^  Hnrtfnrjnrl rmerpriaae, “ t - t r w d .

YELLO W  QLEN B R U T RO SÉ NON -VINTAQE m m . •4
YELLO W O LEN B R U T N ON -VINT AQ E mm $4
Both of these wines are well made, medium bodied, flavorful sparkflng wines. The Brut NorvVIntaoe has aufte a resemblance to 
• french wine, toasty, yeasty, with good flavors and a good, lingering effervescence. The Brat Rosé^ton-Vintage ft a particolari* 
good vakie fai a rosé sparkling wine, dry, delicate, crisp and Irish with • faint sbawberry fruMfatoM. SSh m  W fe *

France
ma! 8Parl',ea ‘I1 Franc® Is Champagne. The beet sparkling wine values that exist outside of Champagne srs 

oftonfrMch. Sparidtog wines of quality that reach the United States come from Alsace. Burgundy, the Jura and Loir# Vatleyttosted
bfandatba> ara heavt,y Promoted in this country. Most tend to be rather soft, neutral win^withNWe 

my ,aslirI9S Hara ar® ,hoaa ,hat wa ‘be best. They are listed alphabeticafly. If you 
9va In a market that actively discounts champagne, these wtnea may ba poor values compared with tha price for non-vintage charT^e^m

BSSE.to P B __________ ____________  "SPARKLING VOUVRAY” BRUT NON-VINTAGE (S7.99-3.49) |Q

S ^ Iiitw iiS I Ltd. t o  t o  to ra y  la wait made end refreshingly crisp. A Warren Strauss Setae*»*,

m im m w ----------------------------- ______________________________ COTES db jura 14
apaft o  wlnes toe Brut O’Argem Is medium bodied, fresh, with hints of good 

berry huh and a ptoastog roundnssa on tha polata. Recommended. Importer; Hoffman Imports, Moonachia, NJ.
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