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ADVOCATE.

An independent consumer’s bimonthly guide to Fine Wine

RATING SYSTEM

The WINE ADVOCATE's raling sysiem employs a 50-100 paint quality scale. It is my belief that the various twenly (20)
point raling systems da not provide enough flexibility and often result in compressed and inflated wine ratings. The WINE

AnvocaTEm-mmmmum.mnmmwummm’owuuu
oveleslimale .

An extraordinary wine ol prolound and complex characler displaying all the atlributes expectad
of a classic wine of its variety. Wines of this caliber are worth a special efiort 10 lind and purchase.

An outstanding wine of great complexity and characier.
A good to very good wine displaying considerable finesse and character with no noticeable flaws.
An average wine with liltle distinclion except that it is a soundly made everyday table wine.

A below average wine conlaining noliceable llaws.

RN

A wine 10 be avoided.

IN THIS ISSUE

Champagne Domestic Chardonnay
Other Sparkling Wines Australian Reds

Odds and Ends

IN THE NEXT ISSUE

i the Fedruary, 1966 issue, ltalian wines, both red and white, will be featured as will new release reports for American
and European wines.

CREDITS AND SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

The WINE ADVOCATE ;1002 Hildide View, Parkion, Maryland 21120, Is avaiable only by mail subscriplion al the rate of §28.00 lor a domasiic one yesr subscrigtion, and
940.08 tor & , @i mall subscription. The two year aubscr m-.u-u;-m.w%w-qmns.wwwm.umsummum
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SCHAAMSBERQ ' 1982 “BLANC DE BLANCS" {819.00) 7o

SHCRAMSBERQG 1982 “CUVEE DE PINOT" {$18.00) n
SCHRAMSBERG 1979 RESERVE _ _{830.00) 4]

Thonoubodd.ﬂnwlnlhasnomlddbmmdﬁm“nwwM.Ammmmu.mlmmﬁ.n
Cuvée de Pinot has a charming color but little else. There ia no flavor, -mmmnmummmpmm
no foliow through, 'roumammrmmwmcmmmcummmmmmmmmuummm
the characier and appeal, Lnﬂy.lho1lnnuon¢.m"m"um.m.MMmmm.MMMWm

SHADOW CREEK 1982 “‘BLANC DE NOIR" SONOMA (812.99) 3
SHADOW CREEK 1981 “BLANC DE BLANCS" _SONOMA _ {813.99) 83
SHADOW CREEK “CUVEE #1 BRUT" SONOMA _(311.99) #
Shadow Creek's sparkling wines continue to be made at Chateau St. Jean's facility. They should consider giving St. Jean some

given the blandness of S1. Jean's wines. The 1982 Blanc de Nolr has character for a sparkling wine from California. Rather

Italy

Most people think of ltalian sparkiing wines as conaisting totally of Asti Spumanie. A festive wine, ranging from mildly sweel
1o cloyingly sweel, Astl Spumanite is a big seller in America as much of this country's population’s only experience with wine is imited
to the sweel asti spumanie and lambruscos. Most serious wine butfs probably recoll at the thought of drinking asti, but both Cinzane
and Fonlanafredda do indeed produce good Asti Spumantes. Both are delicate, not overly sweet and heavy, but lively, crisp and
Quite delicious as wines. lialy does have a growing band of producers making dry ““metodo champenois” wines thal can be quite
good In the dry Brul style. | went through 23 ltalian Brut sparkling wines and one producer's wines were vastly superior to any others.
in lact, lucmn:_hhﬁnumm That producer is Ca Del Bosco, localed in Franclacorta. The wines are imported by Viniiera
imports, Wheaion, IL..

CA DEL BOSCO 1984 FRANCIACORTA BIANCO ($599)  »4
CA DEL BOSCO BRUT SPUMANTE NON-VINTAGE ($18.00) 8

Both of these are very good, dry, Interesting sparkling wines. The 1884 Bianco Is close in quality 10 the Brut Spumante yet seils
for one third the price. It is fresh, crisp, with a toasted wheat bouquet, clean, medium intensity flavors and characier. The Brut

Spumeants
M&mbamm. slightly more dramalic wine. Both of these dry sparkiing wines are the best of their lype | have tasted from
haly. are Recommended.

Australia

Surpdu-——snarkllngumMMIMMMUQIMMyOIMWlmNmWNW
sparkiers lrom wineries such as Tollana, m.mrmum,mmmumuamam-mmvm
Enterprisss, Brentwood,

YELLOW GLEN BRUY ROSE NON-VINTAGE (88.99) &4
YELLOWGLEN BRUT NON-VINTAGE {38.95) s
MNMMN-WHM.MW.MWMWMWWMVIW quite a resembiance o

has
armm.mm.m.mmmum-wmm. lingering effervescence. The Brut Rosé Non-Vintage is a
wmnuouwmgmdy.ummmumm-mwmmm-mm%m

France

SAUT O'ARGENT 1984 BAUT ROSE . COTESDEJURA __ (50.40-8.99) o4
wmmwu-hmmmmmmmm.mwowmnmm fresh, with hinis of good
mmw-mmmmmmmmmm.m.
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