
M aurizio Zanella 
■ beats the French 

at their own game

ITALY

Italian fantasies
Some leading Italian winemakers are 

now operating outside the DOC 
system, so that they can exercise their 
creativity to the full. Nicolas Belfrage 

MW reports

ion

Lack of space forces me to con
fine remarks on other Italian crea
tive geniuses to a few short re
marks. There’s the amazing Mauri
zio Zanella of Ca del Bosco in Fran- 
ciacorta, Lombardy, whose Fran- 
cophilia has possessed him to 
attempt beating the Gauls at no 
fewer than four of their games: 
champagne (Ca del Bosco is prob
ably the highest rated of the Italian 
sparklers), claret (his cru Maurizio 
Zanella is very fine), red burgundy 
CPinero —  geddit?) and white bur
gundy (the aim is Montrachet). Also
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