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AUGUST 1990 -

THE WORLD'S BEST WINE MAGAZINE -

ITALY’S SPARKLE

OUR PANEL FIND THE BEST OF ITALY’S DRY SPARKLING WINES
ON THE UK MARKET. DAVID ROWE REPORTS

DECANTER TASTING
SUBJECT
Italian Dry Sparkling Wine

CLASSIFICATIONS
DOC Prosecco,
DOC Franciacorta,
Vino Spumate di Qualita

VINTAGES
NV, 1987 to 1984

PRICE RANGE
£3.95 to £23.15

TASTERS
Paul Abbott
Patricia Guy

Stephen Hobley
Luciana Lynch
David Wrigley

atricia Guy tasted the méthode
P champenoise wines: ‘I found many of
them hollow in the middle palate and not
particularly satisfying. We found ourselves
looking for something to make the wines
original, something to make the wine rise
above that hollowness. There were som= that

did this, which I found TOU 0One
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The Decanter Award goes to
the two wines at this tasting
that sum up all that is best
in Italian sparkling wines:

3 Ofta- cne,f
Franciac es the rancxacoﬂ -
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FranciaC tha and 8 TR
(q seeme weetness: © respon
touc sier 10 PINOT BRUT
ines had 2 s them " as Well
win g make on the noses i
" .
of fratt, was 2 Yot mO_f“m e was Ca del Bosco, DOC
10. Ther¢ c rranciacorta Brut NV, and after that the Pinot Brut, Vino Spumante

di Qualita Brut NV, Zonin

Franciacorta wines were generally appealing. 5 10

‘It seemed to me that the Franciacorta
wines had a touch of sweetness, and a ripeness
of fruit, which makes them easier to respofi
to. There was a lot more on the nose, as walls
They have been made to be appealing.

‘What sets Champagne apart from mo
these Italian méthode champenoise wines
that the flavour in Champagne is consistg
throughout. The best of these compared wgli
with Champagne.

Paul Abbott found that the méthode cha
penoise wines were difficult to describe.

Ca del Bosco, DOC
" Franciacorta Brut NV
£19.10

the majority, it was a case of “clean, fre
competently made”, but nothing to latc
to. The wines that I marked highly were thg

‘Well concentrated, bright gold

| acidity. Flavourful and spicy

that were unusual, where something strul
character on the palate; cloves.

you.
“The danger is to value the unusual win
above those that might seem perfectly g

finish.” (PG)

| colour. Rich on the nose, with crisp

Touch of pleasing sweetness on the

and qulte WOOdY,.. rxtra Brut a lot;

4w savoury and concentrated. Ca del Bosco
was also very good; definitely appley, yeasty,
and quite woody.

‘From the consumer point of view, among
the non-vintage wines there were some that
obviously had a lot of bottle age, and I found
those quite attractive. Others were still on the
green side. So as with any non-vintage
sparkling wine, it is difficult to know how old
the bottle is when you buy it/

In fact, some of the [talian méthode cham-
penoise producers now put the approximate
date of disgorging on the back label (for
example, ‘Disgorged Summer 1989’).

‘Among the vintage wines, the 1985s were
fully ready, said Paul. ‘“The 1984s, I found
attractive and to the English taste, but they
need to be drunk soon.

Luciana Lynch also tasted the méthode
champenoise wines. ‘I didn’t think that there
were any disasters. Perhaps I had expected,
because I have a special liking for them, the
Franciacorta wines to be consistently better
than the rest. They were good, but they didn’t
really stand out significantly above the rest.
Among the Franciacorta wines I liked
Catturich-Ducco, Cuvée II Brut NV, and
Cuvée Bellavista NV.

‘Elsewhere, I particularly liked Soldati La
Scolca NV, which I thought had melon, and
passion fruit notes, almost honeyed. It
followed with a very lovely flavour, ripe and
round. Riserva Montelera NV, from Martini
Rossi, had a fine scent, though it was not
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TASTING: Italian dry

sparkling wines

Stephen Hobley was extremely plcasamly

DECANTEH'S surprised with the quality of the Vvino

, were a few wines which were very VERDICT pumante wines at this tasting “They have

Jistinctive, with some oak, and strange Yet A wide rang® of quality improved enormously since the earty 1980s

pleasant potes on the nose and palate. About and style, 28 ¢ be expected 1didn’t find any Wines that were padly made-

three were OVer the 10P; with a cheesy mus from a tasting with a wide The worst You can say, of the vino spumante
roomy NOSE haps 2 little bit 100 tired. rice rang® encompassing

gection, Was that many of the wines didn’t
taste of anything, smell of anything, °F give

nd regions. you any jmpression at all. They were entirely
quite a8 bone dry 28 they used t© : neutral.

Like Patricia 2 Paul, D d Wrigley liked Many of the wines Were “Whether that's 2 particulaﬂy negative

Antinori Extra Brut ]t was very gOOd, ith ‘peutral’ = wines with no comment 1 am not Surs but given the price

alot of character: That sums UP one approach winemaking faults, but just of some of these wines, to have a drinkable
10 champagne ™ od wines in Jtaly. Once the Jacking 10 character: Served sparkli
dust bas gettled OVET what they are to be cold enough, P an

called, people selecting wines with that appropriat® occasion, they

gnation ar¢ going 10 be looking for 2 would probably ot 1o the Vino spumante wines. There was a huge
level of quality e champagn® provoke s .~ difference between the wines 11 terms ©
od section was higher in aY ty ™ md memb_ers ot colour, taste and pbouquet. And so you would
that this 18 certainly an i
;mprovement 08 P expect: the wines come from all over Ttaly.
: is down 10 individuallt chai:acter -and style of Ttalian sparkling wines “In the Prosecco section, there was perhaps
individuality and c.haracter. Antmon Extra available i the early 1980s the widest yariation in quality: Some WEre
Brut was one of the |atter. 1 also liked Ca del % particulariy lgood; others were particuiar\y
i y The best wines, 1% every nasty. The vin0 spumante section as 2

PBosco among the ranmacort mnes section, Were those with was hnpressivcly well-made and imprcssivcly

Brut was on€ of the latter: 1 also liked Ca del some individuality and drinkable

«  Bosco amons (he Franciacort? wines character that ™ac¢ em  particularly liked 11 Grigi© from Collavint
“Moving t© the spumant ction, there stand out from e and President Reserve Riccadonna
were Some wines here The home n terms of Quaith the Grigio had 2 1€ flavour, and refinement
Panel membe felt that the ;
in Italy 18 quite strong for sparklmg best wines Were - Like David, 1 liked Pinot Brut,
] wines, 50 there are alot of them about an.y = n Aeee) 4O articularly the nose, which was J
@ | ofthe™ tend to be sparkling versions of s'_u\l Champagne: the salad, with 2 dlight spiciness and J
' . < The spumant® wines were more varl penchmark for sparkling had that complexity that made it
the méthode cha noise: there was 2 wines. Bu the bést be appreciated. 1 liked Valdo Pros

wide yariation of style, of charactels and of examples did not imitate 100, With its pcrfumed nose and rich

colour. Some were very much along the lines Champagne i terms O taste.

of my €X ations: incrcdibly peutral, i style, and the pan

Jdean, light fizz, Wi nothing particular t© particularly ose

recommend hem beyond shint. There WIS wines with 2 distinctly

one OF two Wines that faulty but, 3t th Tralian flavout

ther end of the scale, there were one OF two
that were very well made with nice THE PANEL
individuality of style and character which 1 Paul Abbott is a freelance wi
in Cambridges
my favourites
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London W1; The Master Cellar,

Croydon » Surrey:

Brut de pinot, Vin® Spurname
i S¢

Potz::::%.v\'iggusg;l?a:!t:odi g\r l:\"(zu = R Crolla, Edinburg‘n; Wwinecellars,
F avini, £6.94" se ontelera etodo
Ky inegrowers gsociation, London mdlzionale Ghan':penols NV, a de‘ BOSCO,

NWID; Cuff & Company, London Martini & Rossi: Contact F Oﬂa crémant Nv

gw3; Mill Hill Wines, London Westbay Distributors (Tek: 0703 ’
NWT; Mi\lcv'\n'\, Marple 635252).

& Kents Gerry's O

Licence: 1 n Wi he Master Gregole‘no, pocC Prosecco di A W
Gellar, Croyee™ Sur Coneglian® & \Ialdobbiadene Lunelli, £15.10: Winegrowers 5 1nes,
Cas' Gancia, _pafkﬁng NV, £7.40: Chiswick Win€ Cellar, Association, London NW10; Cliff . W 3
wine rut, telli Ganc a London W4, Valvona & Crolla, & Company, London W 3. Da

£ Edinburgh- Giuliano, London gw19; The

Mionetto, OC Prosecc

o di Winery, London W9 Boisdale C r ) Ant’honY
\faldobbladene Brut NV, £10.35: .

Bermondsey ne Warehouse Wines, London N1
London . H§ Allen Smith, Le Tre Venezie, Chealts Surrey- Ferrari Brut, Metodo
London W1 Sac a Vin wvolti, D Tradizionale NV, Ferrari Fratelli
1.ondon SW6; Topsham Wines, cco @ coneg no Lunelli, £9 99-£15.10:
Devon; ine Warehoust 0: Winere‘.\a : don SWi8 Winegrowers .-\ssaciatiun. London ¥ W' 11
Hampton Wick, Surreys major & Crolla, Edinburg NWI0; pranches © Oddbins; haft E 1ncce ars,
branches of Tesco. i, DOC 0 & Company London SW!
Pin , Vino Spurnanle no NV, 80: C A Fortnum & fason, London Wh
V, \li Gancia & canelli, gtratford-upon Avon Fazzi Brother® Glasgow
£5.99-£6 5. H Allen Smith, ines, & dderminster Selfridges London WL
London Wi Gerry s Wines, cestershire Mainly ines rra Brut, Metodo
London Wwi; John & Sons, ok Village, orth Yorkshire Tradizlonale NV, Ferrari Fratelli
London WIZ; Chiswick Cellars, poC Prosecco Lunelli, £15.10: Winegrowers

Association London NWIO; Chff

London i Windsor Wine &
i & Company, London gw3; The

Warehoust, Hampton Wick Picena Delicatesser Bottle Shops pramhall, Cheshire; SWI0; Camisa & 500
Surrey. SWi; Camisa & Sons, The Winery, London W9, Les W1; Picend Delicatessen London
orlandi, ChardOI\nﬂ\[ Brut, W1, Domenico's i in, London Wi SW3; Domenico’s Delicatessen
Vino Spumame NV, £6.80: Delicatesser Southend, Fssex. Chiarlo, etodo gouthend; Fasex.
Combertont Wines, Kidderminsteh Venegazz!: poC prosecco del dizionale Brut Naturé 1986,
Wurcestershire; Mainly Wines, Montello e Colli j\solanl NV, . Faton Elliot, Alderley Edge,
Cauterick village. North yorkshire. Conte Loredan Gasparlni, i
safeway nnay, Vino ¢6.49-£6.99: Chiswick Cellar, Metodo Tradlzlonale,
Spumam.e NV, santi, £4.59 Jondon Wi, Enotecd Vino, nte di Qualita Brut
pranches of Safeway. Maidstone, Kent Giorgio's £9.60: Christopher Piper
Ca Cummema\ Store, ucknall, ry Saint ary, Devon,
rlo Botten £8.7 Nottinghar hire; pranches © WS Wine Cardiff Wales;
don W Peter Domimic Kingston Wine Anthony yrne Fin® Wines
Jicatessens Company, urr Valvona Ramseys Cambndgcsh\rc: R
ines, Crolla, Fdinburgh Trestini, London (by the case)
ouchée, don essa RO Brut,
n Wines, London E’[ODO dOnII‘Bd\!lQ n t‘es Vino
pumante di Qualit 1985,
panfi, Brut , Vino TRADIZION AL'E Tenimenti di Barolo ©
nte NV villa panfi, Antinori Extra grut, Metodo Fontanahedda, £10-£10.75
hristopher piper Wines 'nadizionale, Vino Spuman Jtalian Continental Store,
ry, Devors Qualita NV, £10.99-£12,99: Maid{'.nhead i
ff, Wales Anthony Laytons Wine Merchants, London

NWIL; Valvona & Crolla,
Ed'mburgh; André Simon, London £10.75: Les Amis du Vin, L

W1
Carpené Malvolti Brut, Metodo
izi gpumante

santi, Vin mante Bru
o Charmat NV, 'h‘admonale, Vvino di Tradl:ional , Ferra
£6.19-£6 99; Valvona & Crolla, ﬂualitﬁ NV, £8.14: Winecellars, Fratelli nelll, £16.60
Edinburgh; yate Greys Roystron. London W1 Winegrowers Associations
Hertfordshire: Westchiff Wine Cuvée \mperi e rlucchi, NW10; cuff & Company,
Bournemouti Dorset; perfo etodo izionale, Vino W35 ‘Michael MenZe Wwines ponaulan -
.. London gE21 and © umante di Qual g Sheffield; Fortnum & Mason, pranches of Peter Dominic;
yaldo, Pino’ rdonnay, Vvino £9.95 £10.50: Alfie jandaca, London wi; The Bottle Shops pranches of Victoria Jine.
nte B NV, £4.49 Edgware, Middlesex; & jswic Bramhall, Cheshire; Harrods, WG pinstigut Loiben,
branches of Waitrose: Wine Cellar, London W Fratelli London SW1L; gelfridges, London Wwinzerhaus, Griner veltliner,
pinot Brut, Vino Spu di Delicatessems Kingston, Surrey: Wi Qualitﬁtswein, Wachau 1989,
ita Brut NV, Zonin, £8.10 Hello Ttalia, +ambourne £3.75: Wine Society Srevenage
ick Cellar, London : Cornwall; Angelo's Delicatesse Hl:n[nrdsh'-.re.(by the case only)
Yalvona Crolla Edinburg Twickenhams Middlesexs Luigh's FRA NCIACORTA Freiherr yon Geymi]ﬂer,
Corvo, Vine Sp mant serva Delicatessens London S /6; The catturich-Ducco, cuvée 11 pomane paron Geymuller,
grut 1 g7, Duca di galaparutd, Wine Jarehouse, Edgware, Brut, Metodo Classico Griiner yeltliner Trocken,
£9: Italian Com'\m-.n\al Sotres, Middlesex. Champenois, vino Spurnante Kabinett 1988, £7.90: Caxton
mdu\head, Berkshire \dati gcolca, Me di Qual'ﬂh, £9-£9.50: Bromley Tower Wines London W6
Commemal Wine House London Tradlzlona e Cham , Vino Wine Centre Bromley; Kent; etter ich’' princess; Griner
N7 Gennar® Delicatessem Spumante di Qualita NV, Gavi, Gerry's Off Licenc® The Master \ yeltliner Trocken,
London 3, La Vigna ondon £013 g0-£14 50: Lauigl s De ljcatessen \ Cellar, Croydon. Surrey: DbQ aliﬁ(s\!iein, Knmm,al
SW8 London W10; Valv Crolla. srerini
Edinburghs Picena Delicatessen ca de! Boscol
PROSECCO London \‘5\‘\'3; Dmm“émﬁ‘.... \ anc‘acoﬂa B"ut NV ;
Sainsbury's prosecco Quality | ]L(}i\:slae " rgcvnsuﬁjg‘ién ;:\\ | 1 C‘eme n“ Zane“a :l
29‘11“:‘“9 wine NV, L2 | Rotar, Metodo Jrgzionale '\ Annamana W ?  sterini
ornarind, £3.95: pranches of | Cham nois NV, ntine \ e & - 3 -
Sainsbury's: | Hezza‘::eorona, ( not available in ! £19 10 ("hnS"Opher Plper INES,  er

Ottery Saint Mary, Devor WS

WwWines, Cardiff, Wales; Anthony
 Byrne Fine Wines, RamseYs
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