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MAURIZIO ZANELLA:
CHARM AND DISRUPTIVE ENERGY
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feature face to lace Maurizio Zanella

In the carly 197 f-. Luig;i Veronelli came
into Zanella'slife. “He was my cultural
father; he wasa |1h1|nﬁn|.rhr-n awriler,
He took me under his wing, and we
traveled together and he taught me.

He opened the doors of quality wine

o o, He 1|I1|II 1 teach me how

to make wine, but he taught me

the mind-set ol no compromise”

i Franeisenrtn, whiere e Bved witlo the Garier i (hie maiobille
of mowhere. The eatthe amd elibibens oid not benefin mush
Trovm hiis attention, however and he spenl his fime roaring
aroiind o s miclorbike, peetending b go 1o selisol in bes but
seveer aciually ging,

Lo one alay e wms on Hhe e s omon froo e
apgrbesslivmal dopartoent o Lombardy callbed o see il spone
el B o o sbuds day o Franee, I soomnds as imjrﬂi.ulnlr-
an a stiod ol Manehestor docks: the plan was 1o visit the best
wineries in Burgundy and Champagne, followed by a weekend
in Paris. Eanelln govvssed whiad his Tler wonli] sy o be rang
Bin mmothier 1o sy tlian e ol like v sty wiine, and, well,
there’s this trip, He didn't mention Paris, Wi mather saldl,
“Wine™ s nggreed,

The party was Tull of vongg Balisn avisios on 2 junt;
“Wine wan fun for thom, Bnowpros DBabe wine wis something
Vo ot i, ool e savering and enjoving” Andet Sadilon
werleosmmesd thesn Lo Diomabne il b Bosnanee-Cant, amel “the
lalians eriticized overvibing, There was an old lady gralting
vimes o o bl o the Walians said, ‘How -Iupl-l W gt thein
ready done from the muesery: we'ee smarter” Tlhere was g
hovse working e vinevard, “anl ey all vagghessl sl saiel,
Wi eomie all this way to sew what aur granadlathers dil!
Wirpe mee advanesd 1|n.1| thean, Thes in the eollar thers
wiis mmold an the walls, amd thiey said. That's not possible in
laly we have voramie we're clean” Then ey s small
barrels, anl i, "My Gl oy grandfaibier bl ihosae, i
now we have bigg wood or conerete or plastic, ol ot small,
There were six wines, and they suid, Why sis wines, if they're
ol Pivcst Monie ™ Jiwsd onwis thein all touggertber.” Thisin e were given
o whibe wane, anad they sadd, They don't know that whitte should
b seerven] beforn ped; they'se i‘lllﬂlll Theew wirre offermbed

As they et Ao B askisd {f e comabil Ly wivivie bsstihios,
The prive was stariling ansd whisn lie jold i CoimjEnion.,
their Firs reaction was io =y, 'SIII{J the higs! 'I'htj"l-r' rodabiad]
himn!™ N, sabed Zanellic | want my wine. AL which point. they
laglied aned offeresd him oo or goo bottles of their wine
for thie szame prigee,

The: idea that thiree bottbes of 1 could sell for the same
price as goo from one of hisnoble collesges gave him furously
i Uik . M seantand te make wine, Bul he didn't have s eollar.

"My [ather Wlm#l:l"ﬂll'\ i iy opeinion. atul b underatond
ilvai | Tl somve indenest. Fle uu-l I vom wanil o collar vou
dhov it 1 sl "W hat? How ™™ Sa, he went 1o the hank and asked
for momess 1o million fire. Beeause be was still onby o, he
wond with his mother, who eried. Wie Giber had 10 sign
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r"l-f'r}!h'llﬂ this wais o boag while agol bt it was st b bk
as if b Bl nathing to doowith it Ao Manrizio buil his first
cellar i g7y 1 i i abone, My Gatleer never saiel. T i like
Ui e s 1yt | Gy bl v nsterwest, | b cosmtrolbead il
ey bt b ever oontrollod the details”

I wisnl ||1qin saiting, of course. He advertised for g
cellar master from Champigne amd reccived sven or eight
roplics. “My fther sabld. ‘Choise one with Dlack Gagernails
Son 1 alied the onppessite anad chose o man dn oo tie, T Aviee”
That sbiabn't wirk oul s b wend For his socomd olwios,
Wil Dabeoris, sl Brwein st Mot anel Dol Dk Giogrenails,

1 vhas sas hu'k:.. 4

Striving to realize his dreams
Avomimd iliis tinee, Raigi Veromilli canne inbo Saella’s lilo,
Mo s iy erilvaral Giher; b was o phillosopldser, a writor,
He pook mie undor his wing, aml we traveled fogether and
bioe Rt pnvie, D ageomiessd e chisors ool qquallity waie b i, Hln
dlida® teaehy e b 1o make wine, bt lie taugla me e
iniral-aot of i comipramise, He gave me e kiowdodge 10
b e ol thee fiest sinweles in Waly o start” e means one
oo the first ool e wess wave; this was around 15, when e
renapssaner wis bginning, 1 was so lucky with the Gining,
Ten years cailior, no ane would have bought one baotile, Ton
vosars Labiew, ihere swmaled have been san [good simeries]. not
ovier v W, I ‘v e ool Whhee B, et harve i advantage,*

Even s, for the I'r-l an yeurs “i was dilfiealt not 1 e
Tasean or Plemontese” In Now York, he snyn they thaight
lie comabein't be Dabian, bevanse Baby didn't make good wine,
“Froam g 1o sl o voars of & bad svommmy destronl
Wi wrsslithon sl enbiee of wine |-] | was droariing always
ol whiis™ i ln".ill_! where e s lmln! liwid Ilpi'h-lh“ hiaik,
il was impossiblie fo change in o vears. Bui | was young, so |
saded 1 owilll o 1 1w By, i Newonell] was belpful and
pave mae e fidenee that | was on the vight road. Bt | never
s prenniny bk for g vears, Vievomelli wonbd sa Thobd tight™

e covintinvueal to fmvvwst, Do gy g, his fther siggested that
il b st his deeam 1o hoeome rr:lil:,., Foe ol sl aim
ourtsiadis imvestor, biease e Tamiby eonldn't g on giving him
s "My Tather was o genins” Wis suggestion was (hal
Lanella Bl o partier il ondor inle an arvangement wiili
ihe Family wherels one part would Be sobil and the property
leasead. “1 argued with hum for two vears: Why should | lose
control? e said, “You own the Land and should Lnow o
that oo one will interfore.™

Al s {1 wos that the Santa Marghorits added o' (el
Bosso b s postfoliee. Mo than Goba (10 aceesl remain
prersogally owaned by Lanella and bibs sister, and these are, lie
savs, The best vinevands, Santa Mangherita are still partners”
save Lanella, “andd they don’t interfere in production™ they'ne
imvelvesl i finanee, sales, and e parls, “Wer s thwvir
organization in some export markets, And iy're so strong
fimancially that they il the bank what ta o, not vice versa”

lovestment contimees: in 2007 - 1. ivestment invineyards,
cellar, amal techmbogy will eome to U ga.s million, ssvs Lanella,
Sales wpe expactond gl Cogg million

Bt it wan only when Sania Margheritn arcived on ihe
seveme thal Lanella startedd 1o feed financially seeure. "My latlier
was very smart; he insisted. | was still denving that | needed
a partrver b ke o deeanm it vealite” Wis futhir has “never

it lis foot into the cellar He's vy ||-nuﬂ of Ca' del Bosen,
bt B s mver il

Making Franciacorta bloom

Porbiagen i G For s b go into e oollar, taough. amd 1l
L"b|11"l\ln|.1- Thiere are alwnt ageha (G aeres), in cight villages
(henee the helicoptery, all on hills except foe Cabernet and
Carmendre, which are on fotter lasd outside the two
amphitheaters of hills that are the core of Francinera. Far
sk g winee, Pieee bs Cluardonmay, Fino Soie and Edamat,
the relatively nowly el dndigenons  variety, The
'tllll"lﬁlﬂl-'l- are hll[l'mm'nﬂ Mp;h anll olfton slogj, “l-'_\'h'
planted with a mix of massnl selections from their own
wines, and & variely of choes. Al are piekind |y haied aml
Wiy sl ebiond b bl Thaes e s pervend orginle o,

Ass thview sl provaggress Bowanl organie vitioul tire, oweser,
IH""IIHIM arvse {0 fermentation, Thos: organic Brnpes wistilel
dlisvedios strwngee arvanas in fermentation: i bl ot that
coppier on U sking was tae prolibon ad that it hapgenod
in diy voars, whon eopper mailives weeron't wasliod off by
vivin, “ saiel ton Sl [Capae i, the enbgist], “What did sour
grandmother My voul shoulid o Difore eating an aH-h".'
Wash it D esery industrs. thy wash thie Fruit, excep in wine,
bevauise it's blasphems bo say waler”

Niael s alesseleapuise Dt e D (e sanap 1l oof Chaster
Willness Proeedore, which consists of washing aned deying the
grinpres Bcfore prossiing 18 gets ofl go pereont of inparities,”
siiys Capelli. “Ifonnboge will get the biggest particles off.
Bt il vour wash 1l groges, there's no peed Tor dbélomrbage,
s yout gt Bettor arommas, is woll as better fermonition. [.)
Wi privilegge the aroma of grapes. We're vy (| Worent T
l'.|1.'||ll|ult||r' i that W We're |'1.-r||‘|1'l|';1 nhh ol urwn”

Aisad wed the eviticesm mosi ofien kevebed ol Franciacoria
avs awine e tha e wines are sound and well made b don'’y
have a partienlarly cwciting stvle, Amd i hos sommetimes
biarven Fannebha Biivses T voo B sl s eviticism,

W mbss tenalition. To got good resalis, you o o have
1r|'|u||g|d e v mnl al beast thireo s, You cormect wour
mmiskikes in vour aspond planting, and vou only g it Hglu
with the thiwsl I it ane average ol 45 yrars [ |hhlmua
wntt dnweed won veirs o gl o gaod e it Franchacorta is doing
v very goesd jobs, bt its still in its second planting of vinevards
Woeatre somme oof e coldest, amlwe 're changing our (irst vinesard
fior Wi third timae i about ten vears” Gime b go vears well
hawe the Ginal andd best pabette, W i toget thit tradition.

W try b visloriee whiat wee have by making our pules very
stiiing bo olsbige all vintmers lo go b s very straighi diesetion
We lave the lowest production per bectare, the bsest
proportion of juice from one kilo of grapes. and longer times
om e bees. | hope that will speed up the process. [n o o 50
years fhe region will Bee wherse it wante It has ||a|lj-rﬂld =
il lias s far bovause of strong rulos snd speeial toroie | avoid
stupid comparisons with Champagme, They are two different

regions, two different tereoirs, two different characters”

Zanella's legacy

Neverthedess, sonrcing a obef ab cane from Champagne, as
Lonella did witl Dulsoas jamd then (hlu-"i tesinned wnaler
Dulisish, is a way of acquicing e tralition that Franciaeorta
lacks: and Vo cotild infer the snme qr[ntn"h whici it comes

Ask Zanella his strongest point, and he
says, Fﬂs-.mm It doesn't feel like work.
I can’timagine my life without this.
Wine came before I'nlmh before
everything s not |m-ut|w but it's true,
If there was a class with my son, and

i was more lmpnrl anl lo hn Vit il In-ilmp;
with Delmas, would go to Bordeauy,
not to the class with my son

b strenngthumiing o passition in e busry gooids marker 1is
b PO ipsed o work For Loro Plana, for exangple.

Wine. he points out, is a luxory good unlike amy other,
*Anamarin Clementi seeids oo years. What howry gl
pads Ben yoaes b imake” W have a doopir culture, and we
harve s shareholdier wh s thie geaileman apaiales™ e poinis
heavenwaril, “Tliey sork unlor o voofl and deciile Bow much
thr_\ ke, O piagor shareholder i somelimes ol piee 1o
s, as i 2007, when we lost Go pereent, [ The reality [
different” from thit of ether lasury goods

Wavingg yooun e acceplod ints vy cieeles dossn't
deguenall ot gotting high marks Trise erities, ho bolieves. 1%
frostrating, bul ite reality. You have o balaes vour
own oo with realine Yoo have 1o make the experts happy
il Hhe moaieverd sector” Avnmaria Chementi went sisibly
ipiemarket witl the soof vintage, when the cuvie meee ook
over o the prodicers nane as U st inigactant thing
on the label [0s been appearing al Chirisbies for & conple of
years bie savs, and will bee at Sotlieba's this year, “lis starting
it Lomdon and New York, Probably someone is selling or
sommeone is having |-) 1 will take st feast so 15 yweare o gt
prosgeression, bl pricing bs going ap as we wanl,”

Amal whaat then? Will his childres take over in due coase!?
'11:-*\ re nol, ol the moment, working in the POmpan. (T
wiho kivows? 104 Aavighter is wirking for CGiseed; his son works
frr asvothior winery i Francieorts, What be hoges e his
passed on b0 iem i passion for whatever they do: “Either
they hawe the same passion or nol. 1 nol, its better they stay
il Ask Lanella his stromgest point, and b sms "Passion,
I s ® fewe] Bl ok | cand'l innaggine iy life without this,
Wine camie hefore famibe before eversthing. 0 siot positive,
bt i0s trwe, IF there wos & closs with oy son, amd i wis
aiire pmpertin o beve & sling with Delinis, | wisbd go 1o
Bordeans, nol o the class with my son. | abwins gave priorily
to what peaple considersd work, 1 took a toll on my private
life. 1 have goend pelations with my chilidren bivanse they've
BT, Tt 1 nlﬂn}\ Fewl 1 laven't dome l'll“‘ld’l bt slay
ez b thiin,

W1 do an anabesis of my private Bifie, its nol negative,
bast 1 comibel have dome a bot better in me private Life | bave 5
pitee otk b wiell edbiseated and lias so peolibeme, bl foe s
| i et g ebiosee epmaugzhy o Bivmns, Theeee wis o time..”

The truih is | think, that bels still o steeet-Righier
underneath, Theres a disruplive soengy under ihe oharm,
i restless drive that sms that everybedy, ineloding hing can
ilwans do better There is allwavs more world 1o bestride, B
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